[Bilateral anterior panuveitis as early manifestation of syphilis in a patient with HIV infection].
Syphilis is a dangerous sexually transmitted infection which can be effectively treated with penicillin to avoid late-onset diseases. Even if syphilis is diagnosed an HIV infection should be excluded. A 32-year-old homosexual man complained about a decreased bilateral visual acuity after a feverish infection with lymphadenitis colli. With slit-lamp biomicroscopy a bilateral panuveitis with papillary edema, endothelial cells and episcleritis was found. After antimycotic and antiviral therapy, his visual acuity decreased and symptoms progressed. In the lab routine we found lues and HIV infections and started an intravenous penicillin therapy immediately. A few days later the symptoms improved and visual acuity increased. Lues serology should be incorporated into routine lab diagnostics to aid the detection and to start the right therapy as soon as possible.